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Amendment to the Claims 

Lj§tjn g of Claims 

This listing of claims shall replace all prior versions and listing of claims in 
the application. 

1 (Currently Amended) A method for improving the toughness of a CBN 
product made by a high temperature/high pressure (HP/HT) process, which comprises the 
steps of: 




subjecting said blend to a CBN high temperature/high pressure (HP/HT) 
process for forming a CBN produc t whegja said HP/HT process is corded in tfaS 
presence of a catalyst ; 

wherein the amount of oxygen getter in said blend is sufficient to improve the 
toughness of said CBN product a r,d wherein the amount of oxygep , ggtter in the blend is 
between about 0.005 a nd 0.5 wt %: and 

wherein the CBN product has an oxygen content of less than about 300 ppm. > 

CL 

2-8. (Cancelled) q 
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9. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein said HP/HT process is 
conducted in the presence of a catalyst devoid of oxygen content. 



10. (Cancelled) 

11. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said oxygen getter is removed from 



< 

5— 

said CBN product. 
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12. (Cancelled) 

13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Cancelled) 

15. (Currently Amended) A CBN product formed by the a process of claim 1 
e ompriaing: 

fe rea ag a blend of m esyg ea g nttr- r f in d a CTOT prod nn t forming foeds t o ekf 

subj e cting the blond t o a high tomp P Tatmc/high pronn ir o (HP/HT) pro c eK^ 
f or m a CBN product; and 

whcroin tho CBN prodn n t hua an oxygon contont of looo t han about 300 ppm . 

16-22. (Cancelled) 

23. (Currently Amended) A method for improving the toughness of a CBN 
product made by a high temperature/high pressure (HP/HT) process, which comprises the 
steps of: 

forming a blend of an oxygen getter and a CBN product-forming feedstock, 
wherein the oxygen getter comprises titanium; and 

subjecting said blend to a CBN high temperature/high pressure (HP/HT) 
process for forming a CBN produc lwherein said HP/HT gg gejs js conducted in the 
p resence of a catalyst; 

wherein the amount of oxygen getter in said blend is sufficient to improve the 
toughness of said CBN product wherein the amount of oxvpen getter in the blend _ js 
frf fHwt.CTi about 0.005 and 0.5 wt %: and 
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wWin the CBN product has a n oxygen content of less than about 300 ppm . 
24-27. (Cancelled) 

28. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 23, wherein the HP/HT process is 
conducted in the presence of a catalyst devoid of oxygen content. 
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